
SPOH (rev. 2/08) 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
DIVISION OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION 

EVALUATION, TRAINING AND PLACEMENT SERVICES FOR ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS 
IN THE HAMAKUA-HONOKAA AREA IN THE ISLAND OF HAWAII 

RFP #HMS 802-14-01 
 

Purpose of this request for information: 

_X_ To obtain community input in preparation for developing an RFP. 
___ To include a provider(s) in a federal grant application pursuant to section  

3-143-614, HAR.  If the State is awarded the grant, no RFP for this service will 
be issued and the provider(s) selected and named in the grant application as a 
result of this RFI will be awarded a contract for the service. 

___ Other:   
   
The Department of Human Services, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) is 
requesting interested persons, agencies and organizations to provide information and 
feedback that will assist DVR as it develops a request for proposals to procure 
evaluation, training and placement services for eligible individuals with disabilities to 
achieve meaningful employment in the Hamakua-Honokaa area on the island of Hawaii 
for the contract period July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2015.   
We are seeking through this RFI expressions of interests and comments on the 
availability of potential service providers, particularly potential service providers who are 
individuals with disabilities.  A draft of the service specifications is available on this 
Procurement Notices Website under “more info,” click view specifications document.   
 
We appreciate your written comments by November 26, 2012. 
 
Written comments may be submitted to: Lorene Gokan, 600 Kapiolani Blvd., #304, 
Honolulu, HI 96813; lgokan@dhs.hawaii.gov 
 
Participation in this RFI is optional and not required in order to respond to any 
subsequent procurement the purchasing agency may take.   Neither the purchasing 
agency nor the interested party responding has any obligation under the request for 
information.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Lorene Gokan at (808) 586-9746.  



Evaluation, Training and Placement Services for Eligible Individuals in the Hamakua-
Honokaa area on the Island of Hawaii 

HMS 802-14-01 
 

Service Specifications 
 

1. Overview, purpose or need 

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, Department of Human Services, State of Hawaii, provides 
vocational rehabilitation services to eligible individuals with disabilities to enable them to achieve 
meaningful employment.  Full time competitive employment in integrated settings is the preferred 
outcome, except if the individual chooses otherwise.  The right of the individual to actively participate 
and exercise informed choice in the Individualized Plan for Employment shall be facilitated. 
 
Evaluation, training and placement services are to be provided to enable the individual to achieve 
meaningful employment.  Services are to be individualized, consistent with the individual’s strengths, 
resources, priorities, concerns, abilities, capabilities, interests and informed choice. 
 

2. Planning activities conducted in preparation for this RFP 

Request for information (RFI) issued November 16, 2012 with a deadline of November 26, 2012 for 
responses. 
 

3. Description of the goals of the service 

The goal of the service is competitive employment maintained for at least 90 days.  Of those employed, 
65% must have Significant or Most Significant Disabilities. 
 

4. Description of the target population to be served 

Most of those to be served are individuals with significant and most significant disabilities, both 
physical and mental, referred by their Vocational Rehabilitation Counselors.  The applicant must be 
prepared to serve individuals who are deaf, blind and deaf-blind.  The individuals served may not be 
significant participants in the job placement services to be provided. 
 

5. Geographic coverage of service 

The service will be provided in Hamakua-Honokaa area. 
 

6. Probable funding amounts, source, and period of availability 

State and federal funds are available for two years.  Probable funding amounts are listed below. 
 

SFY 2013-2014  SFY 2014-2015 
$30,000  $30,000 
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